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The problem: 

“A majority of teachers do not have high 
enough expectations of pupils’ presentation 

of their work.  
This means that work is often untidy and 

common words misspelt.” 
 

“Pupils’ work in books is often untidy.”  
 

Ofsted 2013 
 



The problem: 

By September 2015, standards 
still hadn’t improved 

sufficiently, especially in 
handwriting. 

 



The response: 
Revised expectations: 
 
•  Cursive handwriting introduced across the 

school 
•  Cursive printing in Rec/Y1 
•  Cursive font and ‘join it’ used to create 

teaching resources 
•  Higher expectations of teachers’ own 

script, especially on whiteboard 
•  More targeted handwriting interventions 
•  High profile to campaign: assembly, 

newsletters, governors  
•  More purposeful handwriting practice 

 



Example	of	teaching	resource	



Example	of	teaching	resource	2	



Results so far: 
•  Some remarkable individual improvements 

in KS2 (and a few stubbornly unchanged) 
•  Improvement most evident probably in 

Y4/5. Y6 perhaps ‘more set in their ways’ 
whilst 8-9 year olds were beginning to join 
but hadn’t settled into a fixed style. Slower 
change for younger children. 

•  Current Y5 probably has the best 
handwriting of any cohort we have had. 

•  The following slides should be viewed as 
pairs: the first slide in each pair shows a 
particular KS2 child’s typical handwriting in 
September 2015 and the following slide 
shows the same child’s handwriting 6 
months later. 
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