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Risk Assessment for Children’s Services (Schools).

	Assessment Title:
	Caving: Thistle and Runscar Caves Ribblehead. No pitches
	Ref.
	119571

	
	
	Number
	


	School Name:
	Farsley Farfield Primary School
	School Address:
	Cote Lane, Farsley, Leeds, LS28 5ED

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	Date Assessment Undertaken:
	Name of Assessor (print):
	Assessor Signature:
	Assessment Review Date:

	May 2013

	Charlie Pyatt
	Charlie Pyatt
	Annually


	Name of Head Teacher / Centre Manager (print):
	Head Teacher / Centre Manager Signature:
	Name of Chair of Governors (print):
	Chair of Governors Signature:

	Peter Harris

	Peter Harris
	Rob Coldicott
	


	Main Legislation and/or  Information Source:
	· Health & Safety at Work Act 1974.
· Management of H & S at Work Regulations 1999.
	


	Guidance:
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Likelihood
Unlikely

Possible Likely

Consequence
Slightly harmful D

Harmtul D

Extremely harmful D






	This is a sample risk assessment and will remain so unless the following criteria are satisfied:

1. The boxes highlighted in grey above must be completed with the required details.

2. The Ref number can be the EVOLVE visit number if this is for Educational Visits.

3. The signature boxes may be typed if this is to be uploaded to EVOLVE.

4. The control measures identified below must be either complied with or altered to reflect the establishment’s control measures.

5. The initials of the person responsible for implementing the control measures must be entered into ‘Control Measures’ column.

6. Once criteria 1-5 have been satisfied, you should remove the ‘Sample’ watermark. FORMAT-BACKGROUND-PRINTED WATERMARK and choose the option that says ‘No Watermark’ or ‘Page Layout’ – Watermark’ – ‘Remove Watermark’.
	
	


	Hazard Observed
	Who may be harmed?
	Risk rating before controls

Consequence x Likelihood =
	Control Measures
	Risk rating after controls

Consequence x Likelihood =
	Control measures by:

Initial

	Competency level of instructor

Drowning

(if water present)

Hypothermia due to adverse conditions.

Injury from striking rock or falling rock
	Pupils, staff and other adult helpers

Pupils, staff and other adult helpers

Pupils, staff and other adult helpers

Pupils, staff and other adult helpers
	Substantial

Unacceptable

Substantial

Substantial
	Instructor to hold recognised National Body qualification as follows:

Cave systems with pitches over 18m

CIC holder or S/NVQ level 4

Cave systems with pitches less than 18m
As above, or LCMLA level 2 or S/NVQ level 3
For….
Cave systems without pitches
As above, or LCMLA level 1 or S/NVQ level 2 or Local Authority Registration
Show caves beyond public areas with paths

As above, depending on level of activity
Minimum Staff ratio 2:10

All participants to avoid deep water (above waist depth of shortest individual).   There is an exceptionally short person, MC, in Thurs am group. If water levels are high for her, she will not go caving, but the judgement for the rest of the group will be based on the height of the second shortest child. 
Leader should be aware of swimming capabilities of children prior to activity.

Leader to be vigilant at all times to the danger of anyone being knocked unconscious following contact with rocks. Head protection to be worn.

Group leader to possess qualification or registration for this activity as above including qualification in First Aid.

Prior knowledge cave system and of  flow levels and currents in the locality including effect of upstream weather conditions essential.

Leader to be aware of any existing medical conditions such as perforated ear-drums, asthma, epilepsy, diabetes, heart condition, claustrophobia etc.

Method of raising the alarm to be decided and communicated.
Obtain forecast – arrange alternatives if necessary. Leader to be aware of the risk.  Children to be told what to wear and checks made they are adequately clothed/prepared for change in weather.

Leader to cease activity as soon as first sign of cold becoming a threat. Training in survival techniques and personal body heat retention to be given. Ensure that appropriate First Aid equipment and dry clothes are available. Survival bags to be available

Invoke plan B i.e. amend route/shorten expedition etc or cease activity.

Do not take group out during storm or following prolonged wet weather. Cease activity and follow leaders instructions about the safest place to take refuge.

Hard hats to be fitted and worn. Avoid loose areas.
	Acceptable

Moderate

Moderate

Moderate
	CPy
CPy – Outdoor Incident Management First Aid Course 2 & 3 March 2014.
RH first aid at work qualification 
CPy

CPy

	Lost/Abduction

Equipment failure

Infection

Minor Injury

Lifting

Injury to Instructor

Head Injury

Slips, trips and falls

Contact with Wildlife

Exposure to Radon Gas


	Pupils, staff and other adult helpers

Pupils, staff and other adult helpers

Pupils, staff and other adult helpers
Pupils, staff and other adult helpers

Pupils, staff and other adult helpers

Pupils, staff and other adult helpers

Pupils, staff and other adult helpers

Pupils, staff and other adult helpers

Pupils, staff and other adult helpers

Pupils, staff and other adult helpers


	Substantial

Substantial

Moderate

Moderate

Moderate

Moderate

Moderate

Substantial

Substantial
Moderate


	Leaders must keep the group in a safe area.

Frequent head counts. Operate buddy system.

Leader at front, with competent person at the rear.

Leave note at cave entrance indicating system to be visited and expected return time.

Whereabouts of group and return time to be notified to third party.
Employ frequent headcount.
All equipment to be maintained and checked regularly. If external provider used, maintenance records to be checked. Back up batteries/torches to be available.
Participants to cover any cuts or grazes with dressing to prevent infection.

Leaders to be aware of water borne disease such as Weil’s disease and Lepto Spirosis and pollution.  Shower after activity.

Participants must wear appropriate clothes.
Load bearing waist belt to be worn and correctly fitted.
Knee and elbow pads if available

Ensure that at least one first aid kit is taken.

Group Leader to be qualified in first aid.

Leaders to instruct in the correct way of lifting/carrying equipment.

There must be a minimum of two adults present at all times.
All participants to wear correctly fitting helmets with chin strap and lamp bracket.

Warn about wet/slippy surfaces. Appropriate footwear. Load bearing belts should be worn even if independent helmet lighting system is used to aid support of individual in the event of a fall or stumble.
Discourage petting or aggravation of wildlife.

Keep food covered, bag litter and dispose of in correct way
Avoid or minimse contact as far as possible.

Repeated trips when gas present considered to be a health risk and must be avoided.
	Acceptable

Moderate

Acceptable

Acceptable

Acceptable

Acceptable

Acceptable

Moderate

Acceptable

Nil
	CPy
CPy

CPy

CPy

CPy

CPy

CPy

CPy

CPy




	School/Centre Identified RISKS: -

	Hazard Observed
	Who may be harmed?
	Risk rating before controls

Consequence x Likelihood =
	Control Measures
	Risk rating after controls

Consequence x Likelihood =
	Control measures by:

Initial

	Loose Material in Entrance shakeholes
FLOODING 

There are tight exits at the lower ends of 

both caves which can be daunting. 

The entrance / exit at the top of Thistle 

Main Cave is located in a collapsed 

shakehole and can be difficult as it is becoming very eroded
	Pupils, staff and other adult helpers
Pupils, staff and other adult helpers
Pupils, staff and other adult helpers
Pupils, staff and other adult helpers

	Moderate

Moderate
Acceptable

Substantial
	Some of the top entrances into Runscar are rather unstable and only the large main entrances should be used (and care exercised). 

Thistle cave is, almost an all-weather cave and requires a long period of extreme weather to make it impassable. 

Runscar Cave does carry an active streamway but this does not carry a large amount of water nor does it react quickly 

to weather conditions. 

Only the lower exit from Runscar will be offered. 

Alternative exit is available for those nervous children/staff. 

WILL BE AVOIDED
	Acceptable

Acceptable
Acceptable

Acceptable
	CPy
CPy

CPy

CPy
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